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Roman principles, gave the Fathers a status
which they had not possessed until then.
At last the Holy See was manifestly vacant;
for no one heeded Benedict XIII. at Peniscola,
though. his actual deprivation did not take
place until July 26, 1417.

At Constance, therefore, the Gallican
movement won; and by the decree ct Fre-
quens," it was now resolved that from hence-
forth Councils to be called every five years
should govern the Church. It was an innova-
tion without precedent in East or West. On
the other hand, a movement destined to be_
much more formidable, beginning in England
with Wycliffe, and then alive in Bohemia, was
the subject of stern repression. Wycliffe
had " attacked in unmeasured terms the
foundations of the ecclesiastical system,"
as Creighton allows; and "it was felt that
he threatened the existence of the Church,
and even of civil society." His "Lollards"
were associated in popular opinion, but still
more in the eyes of authority, with all the
disorders which vexed England, leading to
Archbishop Sudbury's murder, and menacing
rank, property, the Crown itself. Their
petition to Parliament in 1395 denounced
the Mass, the celibacy of the clergy, prayers